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THINKING AND WORKING FOR FUTURE:
Setting the frame right
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Future Thinking:

“Past is always tense; Future is Perfect” Zadie Smith EU4 YOUTH DAYS
2025

* Language sets how we see Future: The way we speak about the future also

shapes how we think about it.
* A language that frames the future as intention or desire invites a different mindset than

one that frames it as certainty. The words we use for the future can open—or limit—

the way we imagine it.
* Agency — Future not predetermined; what is the role of young people?

e Future — One future or Different Futures?
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Different Futures; Different way of -

Thinking
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Ownership of Relations

Who owns / who will own the
relations?
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> Going beyond
membership trap

Thinking and designing relations before
& beyond membership?
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> > Reality vs Aspirations

Dealing and living the harsh reality:
Life




Thank you!
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